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IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 
In re the accompanying application of 
P. I. CHIPMAN ET AL 
Filed February 27, 2004 



METHOD OF IMPROVING THE 
OPERATION OF A MANUFACTURING 
PROCESS 



Group Art Unit : 
Examiner: 
February 27, 2004 



COMMISSIONER FOR PATENTS 
P. O. Box 1450 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 

Sir: 

INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT 
UNDER 37 CFR 1.56 AND 1,97 

It is respectfully requested that the documents listed on the attached Form PTO- 
1449 be considered by the Patent and Trademark Office in the above-entitled application and 
made of record therein. Full text copies of the relevant documents are enclosed. 

Applicants wish to bring the following to the Examiner's attention. In 
ethylene oxide producing plants the existing, used charge of catalyst is regularly replaced by 
a fresh charge of the same or a different catalyst. Applicants are aware of a plant in the USA 
in which a used high activity catalyst was replaced by a fresh high selectivity catalyst, more 
than a year prior to February 28, 2003. Applicants are also aware of an ethylene oxide 
producing plant in the USA in which more than a year prior to February 28, 2003 the 
concentration of carbon dioxide in the ethylene/oxygen feed was reduced to a level of about 
1 mole percent, after replacing the high selectivity catalyst by a fresh charge of high 
selectivity catalyst. However, Applicants are not aware of any public use, or any commercial 
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practice, in the USA of the invention as claimed in the present patent application more than a 
year prior to February 28, 2003. 

If any fee is required, the Examiner is authorized to charge the required fee to 
Shell Oil Company, Deposit Account No. 19-1800. 

The Examiner is requested to indicate consideration of this art on the attached 
PTO-1449 (Modified) by initialing next to each item submitted by the Applicant. 

Respectfully submitted, 



P. I. CHIPMAN ET AL 



By 




Their Attorney, Charlesr 
Registration No. 34,023 
(713) 241-0360 



P. O. Box 2463 

Houston, Texas 77252-2463 



Attachment: PTO-1449 Form (Modified) 
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